
I was really pleased that Peggy 
and I joined our group of in-

trepid travellers on the Silo Art trail tour. We all had a ball 
and the evening entertainment provided by Judy and Cathy 
O. had us all in fits of laughter.  The art on the silos was in-
credible and the young couple managing our hotel in Hors-
ham looked after us really well. Other highlights of the trip 
were the Spanner man with his amazing array of sculptures, 
the Stick Shed in Murtoa where grain was stored during 
WW2, and the organic olive farm in Boort.    

We now move ahead to our second face to face 
meeting for the year. Please note the instructions on page 3 
regarding the Service Victoria app. and use it when entering 
the church hall.  Also, as we mentioned at the last meeting, 
we are required to pay a cleaning fee of $110 per meeting.  
This fee is based on us using 70 chairs.  So, at our April 
meeting, we need to occupy every chair in the hall and not 
leave spaces.  Otherwise, we will be charged extra.   
Chairs are also required to be placed 1.5 metres apart. 

Looking forward, it’s great to see all our groups be-
ing able to meet socially again and settling into what will be 
another wonderful year for our club. 

Finally, I am pleased to advise that we have received 
three new membership applications to join our happy 
throng.   
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS GREYTHORN PROBUS COVID SAFE 

1. Any members who are unwell should stay at home and not 
join activities. 

2. Hosts must ensure that home visits for club activities are 
clean, sanitizer provided and COVID attendance log main-
tained. 

3. If any member contracts the virus, notify any others in  
contact with that person. 

4. Check-in to the log of all attendees and visitors to activities. 

5. Maintain physical distancing where applicable. 

6. Comply with Government Guidelines. 

Ron’s Rambles CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES 
APRIL 

1 Solo  (H: Barb Mathews) 

2 Good Friday 

4 Easter Sunday 

5 Scrabble (H: Glenys Chalk) 

6 Committee meeting,  
Greenacres Golf Club 

13 General Meeting 
Please note entry procedures 

14 Canasta  

15 Garden Appreciation  
TBA 

18 3rd Sunday Lunching 

19 Walking for Enjoyment 
Middle Part—St Kilda 

20 Discussion  

22 Book Groups 1 & 2 

23 Investors 

 Copy for Grey Matter due 

25 ANZAC DAY 

26 Creative Pursuits  

MAY 
3 Scrabble (H: Elaine Provan) 

5 Theatre—’Oh Carol!’ 

6 Solo 

13 Walhalla day trip 
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Our thanks to Boroondara for their support 

of our club and its activities 

2021 Committee 
President Ron Johnson 
Vice President Robert Van Woerkom 
Secretary Marty Malone 
Treasurer Phil Pitsikas 
Committee 
Welfare Joan Teele 
Guest Speakers Judy Brophy 
Trips & Outings Cath Origlasso 
Membership Peter Harman 
Hospitality Mary Dunn & 

“ Margaret Doherty 
Newsletter Russ Dawe 

Committee Report 

What is a "free" gift?  Aren't all gifts 
free? 

General Meeting 

As April is ANZAC month our Guest Speak-

er is John Arnold, President of the Victorian 
Vietnam Veterans' Federation of Australia. 

"History of Vietnam 
leading up to the begin-
ning of our war . . . . . & 
other anecdotes" 

Please note our venue’s entry 
and seating rules– see page 3 

Welfare  
I hope you are all fit and well and have enjoyed Easter 

and fortunately I have had no reports of any unwell mem-
bers. 

Angela Johns recently had 2 successful surgeries on her 
foot which is now in plaster.  She will be in respite care for 
several weeks while recovering. 

Lorraine Mannering is still in respite care after falling 
and breaking her shoulder.  She hopes to be going home 
after a follow up X-ray on April 15. 

Shirley Bushnie is settling in well at Kew Gardens.  She is 
now needing a walker and continues to have to have some 
painful health issues. 

Denise Boschetti is keeping well. 
Marty Malone has been suffering from a particularly 

severe back problem which is affecting his ability to get 
about. 

A very Happy Birthday to all Probus members cele-
brating their special day this month and I hope you all have 
a healthy and enjoyable year. 

Joan 

Your Committee met at Greenacres Golf Club on 
Tuesday 6 April and welcomed the newly elected 
members: 
Robert Van Woerkom, Joan Teele, Margaret Doherty 
and Mary Dunn.   By resolution Phil Pitsikas, Peter 
Harman and Judy Brophy were co-opted to the com-
mittee in the absence of nominations for the posi-
tions they have occupied. 

Phil took the committee through the monthly and 
y.t.d. financials—essentially demonstrating that the 
club’s finances are in a healthy position. 

It was agreed that some further subsidies be provid-
ed from our grant revenues for: 

• some Silo Art Trail expenses ($160); 

• accommodation at the Hawthorn Library for 
Book Group 1’s monthly meeting; 

• Film luncheons; 

• The Walhalla day trip (reducing the members 
cost to $85—non-members remain at $102) 

• The ‘Ultimate Indulgence day trip’  

Three application for membership were accepted 
and the club welcomes Stuart Williams, Fay Creek 
and Robert Creek.  Peter’s report also indicated that 
a further three prospective members may attend 
our April meeting.  He reported that, for various  
reasons, Ivy Angleton and Malcolm Knight have ad-
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Access to our 
meetings. 

Members are requested to download the 
Service Victoria app and register their 

attendance at our meetings. 

Please note—this app is now effectively the 
required method of recording your presence 
in shops, clubs, and other venues. 

It is very simple to use and, 
once it has been installed 
and used—remember to 
have the app remember 
your name and phone num-
ber—so it is quite quick and 
certainly something that our 
members are capable of doing for them-
selves. 

To download go to Google Play or the Apple 
store. 

The app may be downloaded to a smart-
phone, an i-pad or other tablet and the de-
vice used for registration even though it is 
not connected to the internet at the time. 
Use of a tablet or an ipad is highly recom-
mended. 

Our venue requires a 1.5m distance between 
attendees when seated. 

An outfit for every moment!   
 Can you match this  

vised that they will not be continuing their member-
ships—arrangements are, however, being made to 
continue sending Grey Matter to them. 

Members can collect their 2021 membership direc-
tories at our April meeting. 

COVID requirements at our venue are quite strict—
and must be followed, including social distancing.  
The requirements mean it is not viable for members 
to ‘bring their own’ cups. 

To avoid clashing with other activities, the film 
luncheons will, as far as possible, be held on the 3rd 
Tuesday of each month. 

Arrangements for our Celebratory Lunch on 13 July 
and our Christmas Lunch are under way—and have 
also begun for our 2022 events. 

As we commit our existing grants to support our ac-
tivities other grant schemes are announced and sub-
missions required.  The Boroondara Council Biennial 
grant scheme required submission by 31 March and 
now work is under way on the submission for the 
“Strengthening” grant scheme due 30 May.  Ron is 
discussing the grant schemes with Council officers to 
ensure the best possible outcome. 

http://greythornprobus.org.au/wp/wp-content/documents/VID-quick_change.mp4
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2021 Activity Convenors 

Scrabble 
Monday 5 April—(1st Monday) 
The Scrabble group will meet at 1:30pm on Easter 
Monday at the home of Glenys Chalk.  Please let 
Glenys know if you are able to attend. 

The May game will be held on Monday 3 May at the 
home of Elaine Provan. 

Convenor: Glenys Chalk   

Solo 
Thursday 1 April—(1st Thursday) 
The Solo group will meet at 7.30pm at the home of Bar-
bara Mathews.  Please let the host know if you are 
attending. 

Convenor:  Denise Powell  

Canasta 
Wednesday 14 April—(2nd Wednesday) 

The Canasta group will meet at the home of Denise and 
Charlie on Wednesday 14th for more games of fun and 
friendship.  Please let your hosts know if attending.  

Host: Denise & Charlie Boschetti 

Convenor: Ann Price   

Garden Appreciation 
Thursday –15 April—(3rd Thursday) 

KEW GARDEN GALLERY - 778 High Street, Kew East. 

Meet there at 10.00. 

After browsing, 
(perhaps buying?) 
around this lovely 
nursery we'll walk just 
down the road for 
coffee at: 

THE BEAN THIEF - 773 
High Street, Kew East 

Convenor:  required 

3rd Sunday Lunch 

Sunday 18 April—(3rd Sunday) 
Come and join us for  

a glass of wine, tasty bite & friendship to enjoy at: 

The Jolly Miller Cafe 

315 Doncaster Road, Balwyn North 

(Greythorn Shopping centre) 

All welcome 
Please let Neville know if you can come by  

Friday 16 April 
Convenor:  Angela Johns:   

Protons have mass? I didn't even know 
they were Catholic. 

All I ask is a chance to prove that mon-
ey can't make me happy. 

If the world were a logical place, men 
would be the ones who ride horses 
sidesaddle.  

Walking for Enjoyment 

Monday 19 April—10:00am  (3rd Monday) 
MIDDLE PARK TO St KILDA 
Meet on RICHARDSON ST 
MIDDLE PARK BETWEEN 
MCGREGOR AND  
LANGRIDGE ST. 
Melway 2 K  F12 
Coffee at Beachcomber St 
Kilda 
Lunch at The Vincent, on 
the corner of Page St and 
Victoria Ave Albert Park. 

Leader John Astle    
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Tassie in Spring 

8 DAY TOUR 
6. -  13 OCTOBER  

The itinerary for this tour is available by click-
ing on the ’button’ below.   

This looks to be a 
magnificent trip 

taking in the Tulip 
Festival and touring 

north western  
Tassie.  

Have you paid your 
deposit to secure flights etc.? 
 

Click for 
Brochure 

TUESDAY 20th April at 10.30 am (Cheap Tuesday) 

Palace Theatre ,Whitehorse Rd , Balwyn. 

Price $10.50 pp. Tickets for members will be fully subsi-
dised by Probus  

Due to cinema programming name of film will be given at 
Probus meeting. 

Optional lunch will be at EAST  & Co. opposite Palace. 

To secure bookings , names will be taken at meeting for 
both film and lunch. 

This is all very unsatisfactory but is trial and error and 
may change to Wednesday. Wait and see. 

Convenor:  Joan Teele  

Film and Lunch 

Please bring items for our  
BRING & BUY TABLE. 

In 2019 we raised approximately $85.00 
which we donated to Wild Life Rescue fol-
lowing the bushfires. 

A wide variety of items were donated at 
each meeting, including plants, photo 
frames, books, fruit, vegetables, flowers . . . . 

A gold coin is asked for any items you choose 
to buy.  

Bring & Buy 

Early days but the leaders after three 
rounds are Angie Randall and Phil  

Pitsikas each of whom have 20 correct 
tips.” 

Footy Tipping 

Question:     Why are retirees so 
slow to clean out the basement, 

attic or garage 

Answer:     They know that as soon 
as they do, one of their adult kids 

will want to store stuff there. 

http://greythornprobus.org.au/wp/wp-content/documents/Tasmania-10-2021.pdf
http://greythornprobus.org.au/wp/wp-content/documents/Tasmania-10-2021.pdf
http://greythornprobus.org.au/wp/wp-content/documents/VID-artistic.mp4
http://greythornprobus.org.au/wp/wp-content/documents/VID-PRESS.mp4
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Discussion 

Wednesday 21 April—(3rd Wednesday) 
SPACE DEBRIS –SOURCES AND RISKS 

at The Harp Hotel 11.00 -12.00pm with lunch 
at 12.00pm.  

Please advise Roy if attending for booking 
purposes.  

The term “space debris” can be misleading, and po-
tentially conceals  very real dangers and complex 
problems. “Debris” can conjure the image of earth-
bound litter, which lies on the ground and may only 
offend aesthetically.  

In Earth orbit, however, debris is anything but mo-
tionless, and while there is quite a bit of room in the 
various satellite orbits, that room is becoming in-
creasingly crowded with functioning and nonfunc-
tioning spacecraft, and the bits and pieces leftover 
from collisions, explosions, and slippery-fingered 
astronauts. 

In the Chinese Anti-
Satellite (ASAT) weap-
ons test, January 
2007, the Peoples Lib-
eration Army launched 
a modified DongFeng-
21 ballistic missile 
with a kinetic kill vehi-
cle from Xichang 
launch centre.  The 
debris has spread 
throughout the entire 
orbit, resulting in a 

“ring” of debris around the Earth.  Three years after 
the test, the debris has spread out even more, effec-
tively covering much of Low Earth Orbit. (an altitude 
between 1000 km and 160 km above Earth) 

A small piece of space 
debris travelling at 
17,000mph carries a 
lot of energy. This 
photo shows damage 
to the Hubble Tele-
scope.  

 

Convenor:  Roy Price   

This may not be space debris, but you will doubtless 
have noticed the reports of the container ship stuck 
in the Suez Canal—and the pictures of it from space.  
A consequence is that more than 400 ships had to 
wait to go through the canal. 

In case you weren’t aware of how big the ship that 
got stuck is, check this out 

Show me a man with both feet firmly on 

the ground, and I'll show you a man 

who can't get his pants off. 

Long ago, when men cursed and beat 

the ground with sticks, it was called 

witchcraft.  Today it's called golf. 

Future space junk? 

While it may not be ‘space junk’ yet, a report in The 
Age, Saturday 3 April 2021 (Business P6) reported 
that: 

“So far SpaceX has put 1200 Starlink satellites into 
low Earth orbit, 310 craft this year alone.”  These 
satellites are “to provide internet-based broadband 
on earth.”  The satellites can provide broadband 
speeds of from 50 megabits per second (mps) to 150 
mps.  “NBN’s Sky Muster satellite broadband—
relying on two larger satellites orbiting at a much 
greater distance—offer maximum speeds between 5 
and 25 mps. with bursts ‘above this speed where 
network conditions allow’.” 

Who controls space and the satellite zone?   

“The company [SpaceX] has US government approval 
to launch nearly 12,000 satellites, some into higher 
orbits.” 
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Investors 

Tuesday 27 April—(4th Tuesday) 

Come and join the crystal ball gazing analysis of in-
vestments during 2021.  The group has established 
its “portfolio” of investments for the forthcoming 
year which will be reviewed—sometimes to cheers 
sometimes to tears—at the monthly meetings. 

7:30pm at the Greythorn Centre. 

Convenors:  Charlie Boschetti   
 Wal Hamilton  

Book Group 2 

Thursday 22 April—2 pm—
(4th Thursday) 
“LADY IN WAITING” by Anne 
Glenconner. 

A Maid of Honour at the Queen’s 
Coronation and former Lady in 
Waiting to Princess Margaret, 
Anne Glenconner has spent her 
life as a friend of the Royal Fami-
ly. 

In this memoir she looks backs on 
an extraordinary life full of glam-
our, drama and tragedy. 

Her marriage to Colin Tennant – later Lord Glencon-
ner- would be a test of every strength she possessed 
while her childhood friendship with Princess Marga-
ret grew even closer. 

From tragedy and nasty surprises, this book is a re-
markable testament to the resilience and humour 
that define her as she emerges from the shadow of 
her husband and the Crown, reminding us that all 
that glitters is not gold. 

(If you’ve not already read it, you might be interest-
ed in a related book—’The Other Side of the Coin:  
The Queen, The Dresser and the Wardrobe’ by Ange-
la Kelly). 

Hostess—Elisabeth Neales. 

Convenor:  Joan Teele   

Book Group 1 

Thursday 22 April—2:00pm—(4th Thursday) 

Book Group 1 will meet at 
the Hawthorn Library on 
Thursday 22 to discuss 
“Educated” by Tara 
Westover. 

The book is an account of 
the struggle for self-
invention. It is a tale of 
fierce family loyalty, and 
of the grief that comes 
with the severing of the 
closest of ties. Westover 
has crafted a universal 
coming-of-age story that 
gets to the heart of what 

an education is and what it offers. 

Convenor:  Patricia Noseda   

Vale  Ron Roy 

Our member and friend Ron Roy sadly passed away 
on the evening of Saturday 13 March. 

Ron joined the Club in 2016 and was a regular 
attendee at our meetings until with declining health 
he entered care in 2019. He continued his member-
ship and, although in isolation, we celebrated his 
90th birthday on 3rd July last year.  

A tribute to Ron and an overview of his life was in-
cluded in Issue 150 of our newsletter, Grey Matter, 
29 June 2020. 

Ron’s funeral was held on Friday 26 March.  The 
streamed record will be online for a few weeks at 
https://bethel.etributes.com.au/etributes/ronald-
roy/  

https://bethel.etributes.com.au/etributes/ronald-roy/
https://bethel.etributes.com.au/etributes/ronald-roy/
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Creative Pursuits 

Monday 26 April—4th Monday 

Creative Pursuits are organising a trip by train to 
Bendigo on 26 April to see the Mary Quant Exhibi-
tion. 

The return train trip will cost $23:50 for seniors—the 
Club will pay the entry to the Exhibition ($22) for 
members. Any members interested in this trip please 
contact Elaine as soon as possible as she needs to 
book before our next meeting. 

Please contact her by mobile if you wish to partici-
pate.   

Convenor:  Elaine Provan   

Theatre 

Oh Carole!  

Wednesday 5th May at 11am at Stairway, 171 Rooks 
Rd, Vermont.  Tickets will be distributed at the April 
meeting.  Arrive from 10am for included coffee and 
cake. 

Moulin Rouge  

Wednesday 2nd February, 2022 at 1pm at the Regent 
Theatre. 

40 tickets have been reserved at $79 pp group con-
cession price.  There will also be a Club subsidy as 
well (amount to be decided) so this will be a bargain.   

Please put your name on the list at the April meeting 
and payment must be made at the June meeting at 
the latest to ensure subsidy is used by the required 
date. 

Convenor: Barbara Mathews   

Solo 

Scrabble 

Monday 3 May at 1.30 pm.—1st Monday 
The Scrabble group will meet at 1:30pm on Monday 
3 May at the home of Elaine Provan.   
Ph. 9836 7128, 0439 094 154. 
Please let Elaine know by Saturday 1st May if you will 
be attending. 

Convenor:  Glenys Chalk    

May 

May 

Thursday 6 May at 7:30pm—1st Thursday  
The Solo group will meet at the home of Marg Cox at 
7:30pm on Thursday 6 May for their final evening 
game of the season.  From June games will return to 
the afternoon for the winter season. 

Convenor:  Denise Powell  

I've sure become old! 

I've had two bypass surgeries, a hip replace-
ment, new knees, fought prostate cancer and 

diabetes.   

I'm half blind, can't hear anything quieter 
than a jet engine, take 40 different  

medications that make me dizzy, winded, and 
subject to blackouts.   

Have bouts with dementia. 

Have poor circulation; hardly feel my hands 
and feet anymore.  Can't remember if I'm 85 

or 92.  Have lost all my friends. 

But, thank goodness, I still have my  
driver's licence.  

I was in the bathroom, putting on my makeup, under the 
watchful eyes of my young granddaughter, as I'd done 
many times before.  After I applied my lipstick and start-
ed to leave, the little one said, "But Grandma, you forgot 
to kiss the toilet paper good-bye!" 

I will probably never put lipstick on again without think-
ing about kissing the toilet paper good-bye....  
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Point Nepean Day Tour.  

Thursday  
9 September.   

Cost: Depends on 
numbers and the level 

of subsidy the club 
can support.  

Itinerary: 

Morning tea from coach 
then a one way flight on 
Arthur’s Seat ‘Eagle’ then to 
Rye for lunch at Rye RSL. 
Afternoon to Point Nepean 
where you can explore Old 
Quarantine Station and 
board the shuttle which 
takes you around the Na-
tional Park, passes beach where Harold Holt disappeared 
and other points of interest around the park.  Return 
home approx 5 pm.  

The Arthur’s Seat Eagle is very weather dependent and 
closes due to strong winds and things have to be rear-
ranged IF this happens. By going on this tour it is on the 
understanding that last minute itinerary changes may 
need to be made and alternate activities would be sub-
ject to time and availability on the day. 

If you are interested in this day out please get in 
touch with Cath Origlasso as soon as possible. 

Walhalla Railway Day Tour  

8.30. -  5 pm  
Thursday 13th May  

includes coach travel, morning tea from 
coach, weather permitting, one way fare on 

Walhalla Goldfields Railway,  

2 course lunch at Wally Pub.    
Cost — $85 members, $102 pp non-members 

The coach will leave from the Boroondara  
Leisure Centre in Belmore Rd. 

Retirees behaviour 
One day God was looking down at earth and saw all 

of the rascally retirees' behavior that was going on.  So 
He called His angels and sent one to earth for a time. 

When the angel returned, he told God, 'Yes, it is 
bad on earth; 95% of retirees are misbehaving and only 
5% are not. 

God thought for a moment and said, 'Maybe I had 
better send down a second angel to get another opinion.' 

So God called another angel and sent her to earth 
for a time. 

When the angel returned, she went to God and 
said, 'Yes, it's true. The earth is in decline; 95% of retirees 
are misbehaving, but 5% are being good...' 

God was not pleased....! 
So He decided to e-mail the 5% who were good, 

because he wanted to encourage them, and give them a 
little something to help them keep going. 

Do you know what the e-mail said? 
Okay, I was just wondering, because I didn't get 

one either. 

the 
Ultimate Indulgence 

day trip 
Thursday 18th November.   

Melton Country Cub 
Gisborne Peak Winery 
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34 excited Probus members boarded the coach in 
Melbourne for the journey to the Silo Art Trail and 
surrounds in the Wimmera and Mallee, March 15.  
Great weather accompanied us over the weeklong 
trek. 

Despite a few bumpy roads, our coach driver extror-
dinaire, Colin managed to get us to Horsham in one 
piece and all destinations thereafter. 

The next 5 days & 4 nights proved to be an amazing 
tour of much diversity with all places on the itiner-
ary. From Silo Art, to Olive Farm, tomato & wool 
farm, the Spanner man’s beautiful homestead with 
his incredible sculptures, the awesome Stick Shed, 
and Nhill Aviation Museum. 

All this plus the wonderful company of our fellow 
travellers, country hospitality & a million laughs eve-
ry day made for an extremely successful week. We 
returned on Friday afternoon a few kilos heavier & 
exhausted but well satisfied with our excursion. 

Judy Brophy  Cath Origlasso 



Probus Club of Greythorn Inc. Page  11  

Grey Matter -  176 April 2021 

Supporting community activities within the City of 
Boroondara through their fantastic fund raising. 

Our visit to Rippon Lea and the Miss Fisher Exhibition 
was most enjoyable 
—so interesting to see the beautifully constructed cos-
tumes from the film “Miss Fisher and the Crypt of 
Tears”, complete with sound effects and a live pianist 
playing tunes from the 1920’s.  On leaving the man-
sion there was a display of vintage vehicles around the 
driveway, including the Packard used in the film—a 
surprise bonus to our visit. 

Afterwards lunch was enjoyed at a nearby restaurant. 

Elaine 

Creative Pursuits 

Creative bar stools 

Think about those forms that ask who is 
to be called in case of an emergency.  

I think you should write, "An ambulance."  

I had amnesia once -- or twice. 

The cost of living hasn't affected its  
popularity.   



Grey Matter  -  176 

Page 12  

April 2021 

Probus Club of Greythorn Inc. 

The philosophy of Charlie Brown 

The pastor asked if anyone in the congregation would 
like to express praise for an answered prayer. 

Suzie stood and walked to the lectern. She said, "I 
have some praise.  Two months ago, my husband 
Frank, had a terrible bicycle accident and his scrotum 
was completely crushed.  The pain was excruciating 
and the doctors didn't know if they could help him." 

You could hear a muffled gasp from the men in the 
congregation as they imagined the pain that poor 
Frank must have experienced. 

“Frank was unable to hold me or the children," she 
went on, "and every move caused him terrible pain."  
We prayed as the doctors performed a delicate opera-
tion, and it turned out they were able to piece togeth-
er the crushed remnants of Frank's scrotum, and wrap 
wire around it to hold it in place with metal staples.” 

Again, the men in the congregation cringed and 
squirmed uncomfortably as they imagined the horrible 
surgery performed on Frank. 

“Now," she announced in a quivering voice, "thank the 
Lord, Frank is out of the hospital and the doctors say 
that with time, his scrotum should recover complete-
ly.” 

All the men sighed with unified relief. 

The pastor rose and tentatively asked if anyone else 
had something to say. 

A man stood up and walked slowly to the podium. He 
said, "I'm Frank". 

The entire congregation held its breath. 

“I just want to tell my wife that the word is sternum.”  

The Garden Appreciation group certainly appreciat-
ed the beauty and atmosphere of the Como Gardens 
in South Yarra …………. or at least those who visited 
did. 

Como House was constructed in 1847 and owned by 
Sir Edward Eyre Williams, a supreme court justice, 
until 1852 when it was sold to investor Frederick 
Dalgety.  After 
only a year, it was 
sold to John 
Brown - a master 
builder who com-
menced a pro-
gram of works to 
transform the 
property.  A sec-
ond story was 
added, with significant landscaping progressing un-

der renowned gardener 
William Sangster until 
1861, when bankruptcy 
forced a mortgage to the 
Bank of Australasia. 

Charles Armytage pur-
chased the property for 
£14,000 in 1864. The fami-
ly stayed for 95 years, 
eventually selling the 

property to the newly 
formed National Trust of 
Australia in 1959. 

The Stables Café was also 
greatly enjoyed. 

The Gardens group is still 
seeking a convenor for 
2021 
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The Probus Club of Greythorn  
is supported by the 

More brain teasers 

Marty started us with a series of brain teasers—I’ve 
been sent some more so have reinstated the feature 
to provide that most essential of exercise—our 
brains. 

As Marty arranged, the ‘approved’ answers will be in 
the next issue of Grey Matter. 

Barbara Longmuir passed away on 
March 24, 2020. Covid restrictions 
were in place and prevented a 
fitting farewell at the time. The 
family determined to have a cele-
bration at a later date and so on 19 
March, 2021, almost a year to the 
day, family and friends gathered in 
a pavilion at Melbourne Zoo to 
honour Barbara’s life.  But not just at the Zoo, 
around the world in San Francisco, Berlin, Sydney 
and Adelaide, family were present and heard 
through the wonders of Zoom. 

There had been time for grieving and so this was 
very much a joyful and social celebration. Barbara’s 
sister in San Francisco had us laughing with her sto-
ries of Barbara’s dating in her teenage years.  Other 
contributions ranging from humorous to serious 
came from her sons, Friends of the Zoo, Boroondara 
Primary School, a birdwatching friend and Probus. 

A poem dedicated to Barbara’s love of birds was 
read by her granddaughters, one of whom had pre-
pared a musical piece especially for the occasion. 
And of course throughout there was lots of chatter, 
photos and memorabilia and food. 

Good judgement comes from experience 
and a lot of that comes from bad  

judgement. 

Millennials in the operating theatre 

http://greythornprobus.org.au/wp/wp-content/documents/VID-operating-theatre.mp4
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“Grey Matter” 

Activity Group Convenors are  
requested to send detail of their  
May activities to Russ by Tuesday 

23 April. 

Subscriptions and payments 
for activities 
Direct Debit (EFT)   

BSB 633 000 
Account No.  168 764 322 

Please always insert your name and the 
event in the message/reference area. 

If paying by cheque:  Cheque to be made 
payable to Greythorn Probus; 
please post directly to Phil—clearly indicating 
the event and names of those attending.   
ALSO please email the specific event  
convenor. 

Activity Calendar 

MAY 
Scrabble:   (Host—Elaine Provan: 1:30pm) 3May 

Committee meeting 4 May 

Solo (Host—Margaret Cox) 6 May 

GENERAL MEETING 11 May 

Canasta 12 May 

Walhalla Day Trip 13 May 

3rd Sunday Lunch 16 May 

Walking for Enjoyment 17 May 

Discussion 19 May 

Garden Appreciation 20 May 

Creative Pursuits 24 May 

Investors 25 May 

Book Group 1 (2:00pm—“The Weekend”) 27 May 

Book Group 2  27 May 

Copy for June Grey Matter due 27 May 

Film Luncheons TBA 

Dine Out TBA 

June 
Committee meeting 1 June 

Solo 3 June 

Scrabble 7 June 

GENERAL MEETING 8 June 

Canasta 9 June 

Discussion 16 June 

Garden Appreciation 17 June 

3rd Sunday Lunch 20 June 

Walking for Enjoyment 21 June 

Investors 22 June 

Book Group 1 24 June 

Book Group 2 24 June 

ANZAC DAY 25 June 

Creative Pursuits 28 June 

Copy for July Grey matter due 1 July 

Film Luncheons TBA 

Dine Out TBA 

While I’m sure I’ll find some more Trumpish jokes, 
perhaps for the time being I should stick with Harry 
and Meghan! 

And then there are the more creative videos ………. 

mailto:cewart@nelsonalexander.com.au
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yonIYAfW3HM

